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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Mariia Zimmerman, 202/244-5065           Anne Canby, 202/974-5135
Amtrak Board Action Threatens Progress in Nation’s Effort to 
Improve Intercity Travel Options
(11 November 2005 - - Washington, DC)  Leaders of two national transportation coalitions – Reconnecting America and the Surface Transportation Policy Project – dedicated to expanding travel options and making intercity passenger rail a full partner in a national transportation system expressed their strong concerns about the untimely dismissal of Amtrak President and CEO David L. Gunn.

“With the nation’s aviation system on a permanent glide path to serving fewer markets and intercity bus services shrinking almost daily, the Amtrak Board’s action just cost us the best railroad operator in the nation. This is a triumph of ideology over real world experience and achievement, and so completely out of sync with a public that is demanding more travel options,” said Anne Canby, STPP’s President.

“David Gunn’s dismissal comes just as the American people have spoken through their Members of Congress, delivering a clear message that the public desires a strong and continuing national passenger rail system. The Senate’s recent 93-6 vote to approve legislation expanding the federal commitments to Amtrak and to intercity rail expansion is a strong indication on where the public stands,” said Shelley Poticha, President of Reconnecting America.  
The Board’s action occurred just as Congress is poised to adopt legislation raising federal funding commitments to Amtrak and intercity passenger rail development, turning back key elements of the Bush Administration’s reform plan.  Communities large and small support investment to build a more convenient, high-quality passenger rail service.  At a time when responsible leadership is needed, the Amtrak Board released someone with a proven track record of responsible management and a keen understanding of the complex issues affecting Amtrak’s future.  

“This is a step backwards for the national effort to improve intercity passenger rail. Congress should consider interceding in whatever way is most effective to blunt the effect of this action by a Board that is not even fully filled,” Poticha said.
“The Administration’s initial reform plan, which proposed to reform Amtrak through bankruptcy, has been decisively rebuked by Congress on several occasions, although the debate has prompted Congress and states to engage in a broader national debate on the future of passenger rail. And, the plan doesn’t respond to the challenges before the nation, whether it is curbing the nation’s unsustainable use of oil to fuel the transportation sector, finding ways to reduce the energy and transportation cost burdens on American families, or helping minimize local and regional economic losses from higher energy costs and declining intercity travel options. Sadly, we can’t count on the services of one very able transportation leader to help us get on the right track,” Canby said.
Reconnecting America (www.reconnectingamerica.org) is a national non-profit transportation organization working to integrate transportation systems and the communities they serve. Reconnecting America is working to redefine national policies for intercity travel in order to integrate our separately functioning aviation, passenger rail and intercity bus systems into a more convenient, secure, financially viable and sustainable network. The Surface Transportation Policy Project (www.transact.org) is a diverse, nationwide coalition working to ensure safer communities and smarter transportation choices that enhance the economy, improve public health, promote social equity, and protect the environment.
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