SAMPLE LETTER ON RAIL INVESTMENT TO MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

Include a copy of the Decoder, “The State of the Nation’s Intercity Rail” online at www.transact.org.  Find contact info for Congressional DC offices at www.congress.org. 
To the Hon. [Name]:

I am writing on behalf of [Local Organization or Coalition], representing X members in [State].  As Congress continues debate on TEA-21, we urge you to make a significant commitment to our rail network.  Increasing freight volumes and reduced passenger travel choices make it imperative to upgrade our intercity rail capacity and keep our highways from being overwhelmed with traffic.  

Current proposals for a rail title as part of TEA-21 renewal would dedicate federal funds to improving freight and passenger mobility which would be fully offset and take no funding away from highways or transit.  

A new report by the Surface Transportation Policy Project (STPP), The State of the Nation’s Intercity Rail:  Federal Investment Could Relieve Congestion and Improve Travel Choice, illustrates two emerging trends that underscore the need to expand rail capacity.  First, total freight shipments are expected to increase tremendously as the economy and population grow, as much as 57% by 2020.   Secondly, the nation’s air industry remains in financial crisis, and service continues to shrink, with weekly flights to large hub airports showing a decline of 11 percent from September, 2001 to September, 2003.  How those trends are addressed - whether increased freight shipments are met with highways or rail, and whether regional passenger trips are shifted from air to highways or rail – will have significant consequences for our community.

The STPP report points out that the rail industry is not able to keep pace with demand as freight tonnage increases, and that without a public investment, will lose significant market share to trucks.  It cites figures from a report by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) which calculated the public benefits of a $4 billion annual public investment in the nation’s rail infrastructure:   

· Traffic congestion relief from shifting freight to rail and removing 15 million trucks per year off our highways by 2020 

· Cost savings to drivers o nearly $20 billion per year in time and fuel by 2020

· Reduced wear and tear on highways would save taxpayers $17 billion in repairs over twenty years

· Shippers would enjoy $25 billion in cost savings annually which could be passed on to consumers

Give Local Examples - In [State], the [Local Project)] awaits the commitment of federal funds to put local residents to work and relieve traffic congestion.  

[Local Organization or Coalition] urges you to support amendments to include dedicated funding to increase the capacity of the nation’s intercity rail to handle growing freight and new passenger choices.

Sincerely,

[Your Name and Address]

