January XX, 2004

The Honorable Senator Soto 

California State Senate 

State Capitol Building, Room 4074

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Support for SB 1087

Dear Senator Soto:    

I am writing on behalf of [MY ORGANIZATION] to express our strong support for SB 1087, which would reauthorize the state Safe Routes to School (SR2S) program that is set to sunset February 1st, 2005.  SB 1087 would dedicate $20-25 million a year for six categories of projects:  sidewalk improvements; traffic calming and speed reduction; pedestrian/bicycle crossing improvements; on-street bicycle facilities; and, traffic diversion improvements.   [BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR ORGANIZATION]

The SR2S program has been implemented successfully in many different jurisdictions around the state and in other parts of the country and even overseas.  In CA two of the more successful programs have occurred in Marin County and East Los Angeles and have lead to increased biking and walking to school by students and reduced traffic at schools due to parent drop offs and pick ups.  Because of the success of the CA program, the State of New Mexico has enacted a program this year and federal reauthorization efforts have taking the lead from the SR2S to possibly include a Safe Routes to School type program.

Because the need for such projects is clear, the SR2S program immediately became highly competitive, with between 400 and 700 applications in each of the first three rounds of funding.  The bill's sponsor, the Surface Transportation Policy Project, intended that the SR2S program prioritize projects based on the consensus of transportation professionals, local law enforcement, school administrators and community leaders. Therefore, guidelines for successful SR2S projects call for the involvement of these stakeholders and others from the initial planning phase.

A recent report released by the Surface Transportation Policy Project and Latino Issues forum has outlined the enormous dependency that children have on travel via cars to school because of several factors, including unsafe walking and biking routes to school.  Thirty years ago, the sight of children walking and biking was common – 66 percent of all children did so. Now, however, 87 percent of all trips to and from school are by car or bus.  The report also outlines the alarming child obesity and asthma rates as result of children riding in cars, not biking or walking to school and not participating in recreational activities. 

In addition, we would like the program expanded to include funding for on-campus bike parking facilities and for increased coordination between school districts and local law enforcement to ensure safe streets.  

Your leadership on this issue is invaluable, and will go a long way towards providing a more powerful voice to the youth most affected by California’s growing transportation crisis. 

We thank you again for your authorship, and continued support of this important legislation.  

Sincerely,

Your name

Your organization







