FACT SHEET: CBTP, EJ, & EEM Programs

The Governor’s budget proposes to eliminate funding to three small but important programs:  

1.
Community Based Transportation Planning (CBTP) Grants: A $3 million annual program funding projects that increase affordable housing, improve the housing/jobs balance, encourage transit-oriented and mixed-use development, expand transportation choices, reflect community values, and include non-traditional participation in transportation decision making.

2.
Environmental Justice (EJ) Context-Sensitive Planning Grants: A $3 million annual program that has had a significant impact in reaching out to minority and low-income communities to ensure their participation in transportation planning and create greater equity in transportation investment decisions. 

3.
Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation Program (EEMP): A $10 million annual program for projects that mitigate the environmental impact of transportation projects. In a little over a decade, the program has funded more than 500 conservation and alternative transportation projects that reduce air and noise pollution, enhance recreational opportunities, and conserve natural resources in nearly every California county.

All three of these programs reflect Caltrans’ growing commitment to improve mobility in all modes of transportation, especially non-motorized modes which traditionally have been overlooked. The elimination of these programs sends an unfortunate message that community based planning for alternative transportation and conservation projects are not a priority for California. Yet these programs have proven essential to the planning, programming and implementation of transportation projects that improve public participation, promote context sensitive planning, reduce congestion and pollution, and improve mobility. For example:

•
In San Diego County, a grant to the City of Oceanside is supporting transit-oriented development as the North County Transit District (NCTD) adds five new rail stations and upgrades the present downtown Transit Center, which serves NCTD, Amtrak, and Metrolink commuter rail service to Orange and Los Angeles Counties;

•
The City of San Jose is using a planning grant to plan a pedestrian and bicycle path that will connect 13 neighborhoods to the downtown area and other community resources, such as parks and schools.

•
Los Angeles County received a grant to plan pedestrian and multi-modal linkages for communities adjacent to the historic Arroyo Seco Parkway, a significant historic transportation resource linking some of the most ethnically and historically diverse communities in the Los Angeles Basin;

•
With a Caltrans Planning grant, Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) is conducting outreach to determine the issues, needs, and barriers faced by low-income and minority community members who use transit as their primary mode of transportation.

Because of the lack of alternative funding sources, most communities will have great difficulty finding other resources to replace the funding lost from the Caltrans Planning Grants and EEM programs, and the ability of Caltrans to achieve one of its major goals — to triple transit ridership by 2020, which relies directly on non-motorized transportation planning — will be jeopardized.

We all recognize the seriousness of the state budget situation and that we have difficult choices to make. But the cuts to these small programs will do nothing to close the budget gap, since these are small funds that do not impact the social welfare, health or education programs in the general fund.  These programs are funded through the State Highway Account.  The Legislature has recently restored $5 million in funding for the EEM program, and $3 million in funding for both the CBTP and EJ programs.   The fate of these programs is currently in the hands of our Governor.

