SAMPLE SUPPORT LETTER FOR ACA 14
-------------------------------------------------------
 
June XX, 2003
 
 
The Honorable Darrell Steinberg
California State Assembly
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA  95814
Fax: 916-319-2109
 
RE:  ACA 14 - SUPPORT
 
Dear Assemblyman Steinberg:
 
I am writing on behalf of [MY ORGANIZATION] to express our strong support for ACA 14, which would provide local governments with the ability to address their community infrastructure needs.   [DESCRIPTION OF YOUR ORGANIZATION]
 
As you know, this constitutional amendment would give communities a new flexible tool to address a variety of infrastructure needs, and it would do so in a manner that is fair and equitable, environmentally sound and promotes efficient, well-planned development.  Additionally, by allowing regional governments to levy sales taxes this initiative would provide a new opportunity for regional cooperation and leadership in addressing infrastructure needs and growth issues.
 
ACA 14 would allow the voters of California to decide whether to lower the threshold from a 2/3 vote to a 55% vote to establish a special tax for community infrastructure improvements.  The
special tax could be used to fund a balance of investments in four key areas vital to accommodating future growth in California:  (1) affordable housing, (2) community and neighborhood improvements, (3) open space and farmland, and, (4) general infrastructure needs.  
 
The state's population will almost double in the next 20 years, mostly due to natural increases as opposed to immigration.  Local governments are facing major financial burdens to finance a variety of infrastructure maintenance and improvements to accommodate this new growth.  A blend of investments in affordable housing, community enhancements, transportation alternatives, open space and other infrastructure is needed to support future population growth while protecting the environment, strengthening the economy and enhancing the quality of life for all Californians.
 
We thank you for authoring this important legislation.
 
 
