December XX, 2003

The Honorable Cindy Montañez 

California State Assembly 

State Capitol Building, Room 5144 

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Support for AB 392

Dear Assemblymember Montañez:    

I am writing on behalf of [MY ORGANIZATION] to express our strong support for AB 392, which would provide local governments and communities with the ability to plan and develop their community’s transportation plan so that it properly addresses the mobility needs of its most underrepresented residents.   [BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR ORGANIZATION]

This proposed legislation would permanently mandate $3 million per year to each of the two grant programs to fund community involvement in the transportation planning process. The Community-Based Transportation Planning (CBTP) grants and the Environmental Justice (EJ) Context-Sensitive Planning grants reflect Caltrans' growing commitment to improve mobility in all modes of transportation for all communities. Unfortunately, these small programs are often the first to face funding cuts in times of fiscal crisis, thereby sending an unfortunate message that community based planning for alternative transportation and environmental justice projects are not a priority for California.

The grants serve to enrich the planning process, bringing planning agencies and low-income and minority communities together in a common effort to build needed trust, define needs, and find workable solutions. Without such assistance, the status quo maintains the episodic nature of planning where communities are alienated and future transportation projects end up being developed without real input from the real stakeholders.

Your leadership on this issue is invaluable, and will go a long way towards providing a more powerful voice to the groups and individuals most affected by California’s growing transportation crisis. 

We thank you again for your authorship, and continued support of this important legislation.  

Sincerely,

Your name

Your organization







