
July 2, 2003

The Honorable Gray Davis

Governor of California

State Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA  95814

Dear Governor Davis:

We, the undersigned, urge you to fully fund the following Caltrans grant programs: Environmental Justice (EJ), Community Based Transportation Planning (CBTP), and Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation (EEM). They are programs that demonstrate Caltrans' understanding that alternative modes of transportation must fit into the overall system plan if California is to accommodate new growth in an environmentally sound and equitable manner. 

The three programs reflect Caltrans’ growing commitment to improving safety and access for all modes of transportation, especially non-motorized modes, which have traditionally been overlooked.  In recent years, they have proven essential to the planning and implementation of numerous transportation projects that have boosted public involvement in local transportation planning, increased transportation alternatives, and reduced congestion and pollution. Briefly, the programs provide the following:

· The Environmental Justice program provides $3 million annually in the form of grants to fund various social equity programs. They have had a significant impact in reaching out to minority and low-income communities to create a greater equity voice in transportation investment decisions.  

· The Community Based Transportation Planning program, which is allocated $3 million annually, has funded projects that increase affordable housing, improve the housing/jobs balance, encourage transit oriented and mixed use development, expand transportation choices, all the while reflecting community values and including non-traditional participation in transportation decision making.

· The Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation program provides $10 million annually for mitigation projects that are directly or indirectly related to the environmental impact of transportation projects. In a little over a decade, the program has funded more than 500 conservation and alternative transportation projects that reduce air and noise pollution, enhance recreational opportunities, and conserve natural resources in nearly every California county.

We all recognize the seriousness of the state budget situation and that we have difficult choices to make. But the cuts to these small programs will do nothing to close the budget gap, since these are small funds that do not impact the social welfare, health or education programs in the general fund.  These programs are funded through the State Highway Account.  The Legislature has recently restored $5 million in funding for the EEM program, and $3 million in funding for both the CBTP and EJ programs.  We respectfully urge you to restore funding for these otherwise small Caltrans grant programs that have had a big impact on our state. 

Sincerely,
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