Your Name

Address and Zip

Date

RE:  Elimination of the Mass Transit Account

Dear Senator ______,

I am writing to you to call your attention to a proposal that would eliminate the current share of federal gas taxes that are dedicated to the Mass Transit Account, relinquishing predictable annual revenues for most of the transit program and substituting a new bond financing program with uncertain funding commitments.

We see this proposal as a clear threat to the progress we have made in strengthening public transportation services throughout the state, despite claims that rural public transportation will be protected.  An unstable and predictable funding commitment to public transportation investment places these services at risk, often placing the greatest burden on low-income, elderly, disabled and other transit-dependent populations. This is absolutely the wrong approach to be taking at this time.

Aside from preserving the basic tenets of the 1991 ISTEA law, the most important aspect of the TEA-21 law was its commitment to predictable and assured funding over the six years of the renewal period. Everyone agrees that more progress was made in surface transportation because of these funding assurances. We now hear that leaders of the Senate Finance Committee are considering a proposal that would take public transit in the opposite direction and inject more uncertainty about future funding commitments, taking away dedicated revenues and funding future transit needs with uncertain bond proceeds. 

This approach essentially dismantles twenty years of successful federal policy promoting an efficient and balanced surface transportation system.  All of us now understand that a balanced commitment between transit and highway funding is mutually beneficial, and it serves no useful purpose to revisit these issues.

I would appreciate your assurance that you will vote to oppose any efforts to eliminate the strong commitments that are now in place to support public transportation, including dedicated tax revenues to the Mass Transit Account and an overall 80/20 ratio for investments in highways and transit.  

Sincerely, 

