The Alliance for the New Transportation Charter
is a broad-based coallition working to make transportation
better serve communities. The Charter was written with the
input of hundreds of organizations under the leadership of the
Surface Transportation Policy Project. Members will remain
informed of transportation issues and further opportunities to
be engaged in the reform effort there are no further obliga-
tions to joining the Alliance. Our common vision of using
transportation as a means to create better communities will
inform the work of STPP and Alliance members as we work at
the federal, state, regional, and local level for changes in

transportation decision-making and implementation.

form

To Join The Alliance For A New Transportation Charter

Organization name as it should appear on the Charter:

Signer for the organization (name and title):

Contact person to receive future updates about the Charter and campaign:

Email:

Phone:

Street Address:

City, State, Zip:

For more information, or to join the Alliance online, visit www.transact.org

Notify Andrea Broaddus, abroaddus@transact.org, 202-466-2636. Fax: 202-466-2247.

The Alliance for a New Transportation Charter

Sound transportation
investments are the backbone of the
American economy and social fabric.
Members of the Alliance for a New
Transportation Charter agree that
transportation systems can improve
our communities and neighborhoods
by enhancing public health and safe-
ty, promoting social equity and a bet-
ter quality of life, sustaining econom-
ic prosperity, and saving energy while

protecting the environment.

Transportation investments can do
far more than provide mobility: they
contain the potential to make our

communities thrive.

We invite your organization to sign

the Charter and join the Alliance.



individuals, organizations, public officials, gov-
ernment agencies and businesses from across the nation,
involved in a wide range of community activities, drawn
together by a common purpose to bring transportation into
better service of our efforts to improve the lives of all

Americans. We foresee a new approach to transportation.

that the reforms of the Intermodal
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA) gave
our states, regions, communities and the public new tools to
use transportation investments as a means to achieve broad-
er public objectives. While many states have embraced
ISTEA's tenets of community involvement and empowerment
of local decision-makers, no state has yet implemented
ISTEA to its full potential. Today, American communities con-
tinue to struggle under the burden of a transportation para-
digm that delivers one-size-fits all highway and road invest-
ments, while an intermodal, multi-modal transportation sys-
tem that can deliver broader community outcomes is within

our reach.

for the development and implemen-
tation of local, state, and national transportation policies that
provide real changes in transportation planning and invest-

ments that fully embrace the following principles:

Enhanced Public Health, Safety, and Security
Our transportation system should provide a secure travel
environment, protect all users, use all available methods to
reduce deaths and injuries from crashes, promote cleaner air
and water quality, provide access to essential destinations,
encourage healthy physical activity, and have the capability

to maintain operations during emergencies.

Promotion of Social Equity and

Livable Communities

The transportation system should be socially equitable and
strengthen civil rights; enabling all people to gain access to
good jobs, education and training, and needed services.
Where possible, personal transportation expenses should be
minimized in ways that support wealth creation. Integrated
with land use planning, transportation should also enhance
the quality, livability and character of communities and sup-
port revitalization without displacement. The transportation
system should allow every American to participate fully in
society whether or not they own a car and regardless of age,

ability, ethnicity, or income.

Sustained Economic Prosperity

The transportation system should provide for the efficient
and reliable delivery and distribution of goods and services
to all markets, serve employer needs for recruitment and
retention of a high-quality workforce, and be redundant,
resilient, reliable and resistant to service and system disrup-
tions. In addition, transportation investments should support
local and regional economic objectives and recognize effi-
cient activity centers as the drivers of economic prosperity

and sustainable growth.

Improved Energy Use and

Environmental Protection

Transportation investments, services and incentives should
meet our travel needs, promote economic prosperity and envi-
ronmental justice, preserve and protect open space, scenic
resources and agricultural land, protect and enhance the
integrity of natural resource systems and wild places and
improve air and water quality. Such efforts can promote
resource efficiency and energy conservation, while reducing

reliance on foreign oil and offering solutions to climate change.

to achieve the full spirit and intent of
these principles, there are fundamental challenges that
remain and must be addressed, including:

1) reform existing governance structures - which after ten
years are not working, particularly at the state and regional
levels - to ensure that governmental actions respond more
directly to the public's desire for increased accountability,
better performance and broader choice;

2) restructure existing incentives to favor system rehabilita-
tion, improved operations and alternative transportation
development rather than expansion of new highway
capacity;

3) redirect investment policies to reward commitments to
existing neighborhoods and communities (where all
Americans now live, work and produce most of nation's
economic output) including strategic investments that inte-
grate key transportation and economic assets in these
communities such as rail linkages to airports, downtowns
and transit and intermodal centers; and

4) challenge traditional transportation providers and institu-
tions to modernize their practices, procedures and deci-
sion-making to be more responsive to the public and com-

munity interests.

to join with our
many organizations, governments, businesses and individuals
from across the nation to use the power of America's trans-
portation investments to reaffirm and strengthen these prin-
ciples and to address the remaining obstacles and impedi-

ments to the achievement of these outcomes.

See full list of endorsers at: www.transact.org



